
Donald J. Beach
March 22, 1935 - December 9, 2022

Donald J. Beach, 87, of Gloversville, passed away peacefully at home on
Friday, December 9, 2022, surrounded by his family that loved and cherished
him so much. 

 He was born in Malone on March 22, 1935, a son of Harry and Blanche
Benware Beach and attended local schools. At age twelve, Donald began
helping at his family’s logging business. In 1957, he enlisted in the US Army
and was stationed in Schweinfurt, Germany, where he drove tank and also
boxed. He was honorably discharged in 1963 at rank E-5 Sergeant. 

 In 1957, Don met and later married Dorothy LeBlanc. They moved to Mayfield
in 1973 and raised their family. 

 Mr. Beach drove tractor trailer for Coleco Industries for over twenty-five years
and also served as Shop Steward for the Teamsters Union 294. Later, he
drove for Dwyer Leasing until retiring. 

 Don loved NASCAR and had a passion for bowling. He bowled with several
local teams for many years. In 2019, Don was inducted in the Fulton County
Bowling Hall of Fame which was a well-deserved accomplishment. 

 Don was a loyal Ford man and this August he purchased his brand new 2022
Ford Ranger, which he was so proud of. He loved showing her off and
boasting about her. 

 Most of all, Don loved his family. He enjoyed family dinners and gatherings
and being involved with his grandchildren’s events. His grandchildren were
the apples of his eye, and he was so proud of them. His face lit up anytime



they were around. 
 Don was the patriarch of the Beach family and will live on in the hearts of each

of us and the stories we share. He was the example of a true gentleman and
kind soul with a sharp wit. We were all blessed to have him in our lives. 

 In addition to his parents and his wife, Don was predeceased by four sisters,
Helen Reid, Phyllis Lawrence, Joan Roscoe, and Nancy Sherwin; and a
brother, Allen Beach. 

 Survivors include four daughters, Colleen (Ronald) Blood, Kimberly (Donald)
LaRowe, and Darlene (Andrew) Bornt, all of Gloversville, and Doreen
(Stephen) Kelly of Amsterdam; a son Donald Shanahan of Broadalbin; a
sister, Jean (Allen) Warner of Bloomington, IN; three brothers, Harry (Jenny)
Beach, Jr., Robert (Diane) Beach, and Gordon (Jenny) Beach, all of Malone; a
sister-in-law and lifelong friend, Louise Beach of Malone; thirteen
grandchildren, Derek and Lisa Hakes, Jessica and Sabrina Glode, Alyssa
McQuiston, Kelsey Burton, Nicholas La Rowe, Stephen Jr. and Joseph Kelly,
Angelina and Antonio Mannino, Landon Bornt, and Taylor Miller; nine great-
grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

 Cremation was performed at Park View Crematorium, Schenectady. Calling
hours will be held on Saturday from noon – 2pm at the Robert M. Halgas
Funeral Home, Inc., 111 County Highway 106 (Corner of Route 29 & Black
Street), Johnstown, followed by a memorial service at 2pm at the funeral
home with Rev. Dr. R.W. Williams, officiating. Military honors will be rendered
after the service at the funeral home. Memorial contributions may be made to
Mountain Valley Hospice, in care of the funeral home. 

 The family would like to express sincere gratitude to Mountain Valley Hospice.
Because of their guidance, we were able to care for Donald at home, where
he wanted to be.



Previous Events

Calling Hours

DEC 17. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Halgas Funeral Home
111 County Highway 106
Johnstown, NY 12095
(518) 883-5323
debbie@halgasfuneralhome.com
https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/

Memorial Service

DEC 17. 2:00 PM (ET)

Halgas Funeral Home
111 County Highway 106
Johnstown, NY 12095
(518) 883-5323
debbie@halgasfuneralhome.com
https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/

Military Funeral Honors Ceremony

DEC 17. 2:30 PM (ET)

Halgas Funeral Home
111 County Highway 106
Johnstown, NY 12095
(518) 883-5323
debbie@halgasfuneralhome.com
https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/
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Lucille Marcais Strait - December 16, 2022 at 11:36 PM

Michael and I attended a family gathering at Darlene’s this summer.
Don and I sat and had a nice conversation while the young people
got dinner ready. Was a nice time I will remember. Thank you. So
sorry for your loss. He was one of the good guys.

Darlene Bornt - December 20, 2022 at 01:46 PM

Thank you Lucille. He was and always will be the best.

Charlene Busch - December 15, 2022 at 05:43 AM

My condolences to the Beach family, I met your dad when he came
to the assessor’s office at the Town of Johnstown. I always enjoyed
our visits, he loved his family. May he Rest In Peace. 
Charlene Busch

Darlene Bornt - December 20, 2022 at 01:47 PM

Thank you Charlene for your kinds words. He was a gentle soul.

December 14, 2022 at 12:03 PM

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the
family of Donald J. Beach.

https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4279&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4279&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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diane stewart - December 12, 2022 at 07:44 PM

Always loved visiting with Don at the bowling alley. Thinking of you
all. Diane Stewart

December 12, 2022 at 06:23 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Donald J. Beach.

December 12, 2022 at 05:05 PM

Fields of Europe for Spring was purchased for
the family of Donald J. Beach.

https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4326&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.halgasfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4326&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

