Earl W. Edwards

July 18, 1935 - January 6, 2021

Earl W. Edwards, 85, of Broadalbin, slipped away peacefully and comfortably
on Wednesday afternoon January 6, 2021 with a good friend by his side and
his wife on the phone comforting him after valiantly battling COVID-19 for
several days. He had also bravely waged a fifteen-year battle with prostate
cancer.

Earl was born on the family farm in Edinburg, NY on July 18, 1935 the fifth of
seven children to Walter and Ethel Wilbur Edwards. He attended school in
Edinburg and Northville and graduated in 1954. Earl was proud to have been
chosen for the National Honor Society and Boy’s State and enjoyed playing
on the baseball team at Northville Central School.

In 1956 he enlisted in the US Army and served active duty until 1958.

Earl owned and operated Sism Lumber Company in Galway and Otego, NY,
retiring from the lumber business in 1990. In Otego, he and his wife also
produced and sold maple syrup and maple products, a craft that he learned
growing up in a several generation maple producing family. Mr. Edwards
served as Councilman and later Supervisor in the Town of Providence in the
60’s and 70’s. He served as Councilman in the Town of Otego in the 80’s. Earl
enjoyed a good political debate and would often take the opposite view just to
egg on his opponent.

After retiring, he traveled with his wife and camped extensively throughout the
US, stepping foot into every state except Hawaii. The highlight of their travels
was a wonderful anniversary trip to Alaska gifted by their children in 2010.



Earl was an avid deer and turkey hunter and enjoyed hunts with his brothers
and nephews. He hunted in Utah with his son, and in Colorado, Montana, and
New Hampshire with friends. He loved to dance and enjoyed country music
and bluegrass.

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by three sisters, Alta Winn,
Tressa Hopkins, and Elfreda “DeDe” Olmstead; a brother, Jay Edwards; a
nephew, David Winn; and a niece, Mary Ellen Finch.

Survivors include his wife, Bonnie Michelfelder Edwards, whom he married on
September 19, 1964; three children, Erin Edwards of Edgewater, MD, Edee
Edwards and her husband, Mark Halverson of West Halifax, VT; and Dr. Eliot
Edwards and his wife, Dr. Kelly Baltazar of Tigard, OR; a precious
granddaughter, Stella Baltazar Edwards, the apple of Grandpa’s eye; two
brothers, Guy (Dorothy) Edwards and Bert Edwards; a sister-in-law, Priscilla
Edwards; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins, including a very special
niece, Coleen Edwards (Michael Carswell).

His family would like to acknowledge the love, care, and comfort given to him
by special friend, J. Kelly Flewelling, to whom they will be ever grateful.
Special thanks to the medical staff at St. Mary’s Hospital, Amsterdam and the
COVID unit for their caring attention to Earl’s needs, the spiritual help given by
Rev. Chris Hamm, and the support and guidance of the palliative care team.
Heartfelt thanks to Dr. Kevin Cope, Dr. Mohammed Shareef, and the staff at
Rao Cancer Center.

There will be a celebration of Earl’s life when it is safe to gather, hopefully in
the summer. We all know Earl enjoyed a good party and his family wants a
joyful time for remembering him.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Salvation Army, in care of the
funeral home or directly to the charity of one’s choice. Arrangements are by
the Robert M. Halgas Funeral Home, Inc. 111 County Highway 106,
Johnstown, NY 12095.



Tribute Wall

I'm remembering being invited to view THE note worthy RV
attending one of the clan reunions in upstate New York camping
historical... it was the best ...and Bonnie in a dress.... that was p- u-
r-t-ytoo!

We, and hub, Daryl and maybe our granddaughter, Aubrey are
blessed to be able to meet Earl and Bonnie and the mega family.
We love each and every one of you

Blessings~

Daryl Molly Aubrey Johnson

Molly Johnson - January 30, 2021 at 01:10 PM

TO Bonnie and family;

| am so very sorry for you loss. | have thought of all the time we
spent together, over maple syrup, the Otsego County Fair, etc.
Please know that we are thinking of you at this time and always.

The Proper Family
Lucy

Frank

Lucy Ann and Family
lucyproper@gamil.com

Lucy Ann Proper - January 22, 2021 at 12:34 PM
To Bonnie & Family, So sorry & sad to hear of Earls passing. Jennie
Lesniewski

& FAMILY

Jennie Lesniewski - January 21, 2021 at 01:32 PM


mailto:lucyproper@gamil.com

Bonnie and family, We were so sorry to hear of Earl's passing. We
have some wonderful, funny times to keep in our hearts. | don't
think we will ever say Bonnie without saying Bonnie and Earl. We
will keep in touch. Thoughts and Prayers of comfort and peace are
being sent. Love to all, Jack and Roberta

Roberta Taylor - January 18, 2021 at 10:14 AM

Bonnie and family, My thoughts and prayers are with all of you
during this very difficult time. | have many fond memories of Earl
during our weekend hunts and wonderful times at the sugarhouse.
Cherish the memories. God Bless.

John Olmstead - January 13, 2021 at 06:29 AM

God Bless you Uncle Earl in your new life of comfort and peace.
Thank you for always

making me laugh.

Blessings, Sue & Tim Shaver

susan shaver - January 12, 2021 at 08:59 PM
Bonnie and family, My thoughts and prayers are with you all during
this very difficult time. | have fond memories of Earl when we hunted

together. God bless.

John Olmstead - January 12, 2021 at 04:54 PM



Toni And Duane Joyce lit a candle in memory |

of Earl W. Edwards
LW

Toni and Duane Joyce - January 12, 2021 at 12:56 PM

Deepest Sympathy to you Bonnie and to your family. Earl will be
deeply missed, but we will all have precious memories to hold onto.
Sincerely. Bill & Chris Baltazar

Chris & Bill Baltazar - January 11, 2021 at 04:11 PM

Priscilla Edwards lit a candle in memory of
Earl W. Edwards

Priscilla Edwards - January 11, 2021 at 10:53 AM

I am very sorry for the loss of your husband t
and Father.

I will forever miss him and be grateful for
being lucky enough to know him.

Kelly Flewelling - January 11, 2021 at 08:06 AM



Coleen & Mike lit a candle in memory of Earl
W. Edwards

Coleen & Mike - January 10, 2021 at 06:47 PM

Norm & Brenda Barton lit a candle in memory
of Earl W. Edwards

Norm & Brenda Barton - January 10, 2021 at 06:44 PM

Norm & Brenda Barton lit a candle in memory
of Earl W. Edwards

Norm & Brenda Barton - January 10, 2021 at 06:31 PM
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