Vincent J. Cresanti
November 14, 1925 - October 27, 2021

Vincent J. Cresanti, 95, of Midline Road, Amsterdam, passed away on
Wednesday October 27, 2021, at St. Mary’s Healthcare.

He was born in Amsterdam on November 14, 1925, a son of Joseph and Lucy
Cassandro Cresanti and was a 1943 graduate of Wilbur H. Lynch High
School. Vincent earned a Bachelor’s degree in 1950 from Ithaca College and
was awarded a Master’s degree in 1964.

Mr. Cresanti was employed as a music teacher in the Amsterdam,
Gloversville, and Stratford School Districts, retiring from Stratford Central
School. He loved teaching music and often said he never felt he worked a day
in his life!

Vincent was one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and was a member of the
Amsterdam Congregation since his baptism on July 8, 1972. His greatest love
came from telling others what he had learned from the Bible- truths about
Jehovah God and his son Jesus, along with the countless blessings that
God’s Kingdom will soon bring to this troubled earth. This brought him true joy
and contentment, and later caused him to volunteer to serve as regular
pioneer, as full-time ministers of Jehovah’s Witnesses are known, since the
early 1990s. In fact, Vincent was known for often standing with a warm smile
by the Amsterdam Post Office in all types of weather, to share this message
with anyone who would listen.

In addition to teaching, being the “Renaissance man” that he was, Vincent
pursued many passions, including playing in many area professional bands,



with his main instruments being saxophone, clarinet, and guitar. He enjoyed
designing and building decks, building and flying remote controlled model
planes, and even dabbling in the amusement park business, building a park
for small children on Route 30 in Amsterdam. Vincent loved the arts- painting
beautiful landscapes, listening to classical music, and taking photographs; a
highlight of every summer was attending several performances of the
Philadelphia Orchestra at the Saratoga Performing Arts Center. He very much
enjoyed spending time in the Adirondack’s, hiking with his daughter and
friends long into his older years, even in the middle of winter, and climbing NY
State’s tallest peak, Mount Marcy, three times. He was a great dancer and
continued to be able to jitterbug in his later years. As he aged, he traded his
saxophone for a keyboard, and played and sang familiar old songs at area
nursing homes, where he brought smiles from the residents and the staff.

He was a veteran of the US Air Corp during World War Il, where he was
enrolled in flight school.

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by three infant sons, twins
Vincent Jr. and Joseph, and Jason, and a sister, Mary Ann.

Survivors include his daughter and son-in-law, Kirsten and Philip Malnarick of
Amsterdam; a brother, Gennaro Cresanti of Clifton Park; a sister, Elaine
Cresanti of Amsterdam; three nephews; a great-niece; several great-
nephews; cousins; and innumerable spiritual brothers and sisters.

There will be a funeral discourse held via zoom at a later date. If interested in
attending, please email vcresanti@gmail.com for details on how to attend.
Arrangements are by the Robert M. Halgas Funeral Home, Inc., Johnstown.
In memory of Vincent, and, what truly would have warmed his heart, please
spend some time speaking with one of Jehovah'’s Witnesses or visiting the
website, jw.org.



Tribute Wall

Over 40 years ago this man helped a child living in a dysfunctional
and abusive home find a sense of hope and accomplishment in a
life void of even the remote chance of existence. When [ joined the
band at Stratford Central and said | wanted to play drums, Mr.
Cresanti told me "Everyone wants to play the drums, what | need is
someone to play percussion"”. Of course having no idea what that
meant, this man taught me how to play kettle drums, bells, how to
properly hold drumsticks and actually read music. Culminating in
several solo performances. The overwhelming sense of
accomplishment for an 11 year old just trying to survive is
something that has never been forgotten. Mr. Cresanti was a
wonderful human being who | am sure will be missed.

Michael Chrisman

Michael Chrisman - November 06, 2021 at 03:26 PM

I hope that you saw my reply Mr. Crisman. | left it earlier today (finally!),
but now | don’t see it :(

Kirsten Cresanti-Malnarick

Kirsten Malnarick - February 04, 2022 at 10:34 PM

I knew Mr. Cresanti when he was a young music teacher, probably
just starting out as a teacher. He left an indelible impression upon
my, at the time, young mind regarding the importance of teaching
and a love of music. | always remembered him fondly.

Dr. Larry Austin

Dr. Larry Austin - November 06, 2021 at 01:59 AM



Thank you very much Dr. Austin for your message. | really appreciate
you taking the time to leave it. My Dad always said that he “never
worked a day in his life;” he truly loved sharing his love of music with
his students!

Kind regards,
Kirsten Cresanti-Malnarick

Kirsten Malnarick - February 04, 2022 at 12:50 PM

A True Gentleman. He was a true inspiration to me as a young
teacher in Stratford. RIP ,. Peter Hemmerich

Peter Hemmerich - November 04, 2021 at 11:02 PM

So sorry to hear about the loss of this wonderful man. He was a
fantastic band and chorus teacher. | had him when he was at
Stratford Central School. Blessings to all his family and friends.

Mary Hadcock Sponable - November 04, 2021 at 08:17 PM

He was a neighbor, teacher, friend, fellow musician, and much
more.

He always remembered me and the Perth School times when ever
we would cross paths.

Daryl Kosinski - November 04, 2021 at 02:58 PM

[#Np Phil

He was also a well respected music teacher at the Perth central
school which was not in the obituary

Np Phil - November 03, 2021 at 09:24 PM



